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Synopsis

Forty of the greatest fictional festivities as seen through the eyes of the world&#39;s greatest
writers.People love to party. And writers love to attend and document these occasions. The party is
a useful literary device, not only for social commentary and satire but also as an occasion where
characters can meet, fall in and out of love, or even get murdered.A Curious Invitation is a
humorous and informative guide to literature&#39;s most memorable parties. Some of these parties
are depictions of real events, like the Duchess of Richmond&#39;s ball on the eve of battle with
Napoleon in Thackeray&#39;s Vanity Fair; others draw on the authors&#39; experience of the
society they lived in, such as Lady Metroland&#39;s party in Evelyn Waugh&#39;s Vile Bodies;
while others come straight from the writer&#39;s bizarre imagination, like Douglas Adams&#39;
flying party above an unknown planet from The Hitchhiker&#39;s Guide to the Galaxy.Witty,
entertaining, and full of fabulous detail, A Curious Invitation offers readers the chance to crash some

of the great parties in literary history.
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Customer Reviews

Field’s breezy, trivia-filled collection dissects 40 of literaturea ™s wildest parties. From Gatsby’s
notorious bashes to the nightmarish prom in Carrie, each entry details the party from the guests to
the menu. The laser focus provides a unique way for readers to return to old favorites and discover

new reads.



This is an interesting comparison of famous fictional parties, listing location, dress, food served,
gossip exchanged, etc. | learned a lot and found it quite amusing (and eyebrow raising) to read to

my husband.

The book was the invitation to the most beautiful,extravagant,eccentric,fantastic,coolest parties in

fiction . | felt like | was there by just reading them. Also, gives some ideas for party planning.
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